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Obituary / Hekpousior

Istvan KECSKES
September 20, 1947 - February 24, 2025

A great loss in 2025 was the sad passing of Istvan Kecskes, Honorary Editor
of the Russian Journal of Linguistics and Professor at the State University of New
York at Albany, USA.

Istvan Kecskes was a renowned linguist who made undeniable contributions
to the development of cognitive linguistics and pragmatics, laid foundations for the
field of intercultural pragmatics, and explored issues of bilingualism and foreign
language acquisition. The results of his research are reflected in numerous articles
and several books, including Intercultural Pragmatics (Oxford University Press,
2014), Explorations in Chinese as a Second Language (Springer 2017), and English
as a Lingua Franca: The Pragmatic Perspective (Cambridge University Press,
2019). Kecskes was President of the American Pragmatics Association (AMPRA)
and the Association for the Study of Chinese as a Second Language (CASLAR).

Beyond his academic work, he was active in publishing. He was Editor-in-
Chief and founder of the journals Intercultural Pragmatics and Chinese as a Second
Language Research, founder of the Mouton Series in Pragmatics, and Honorary
Editor of the Russian Journal of Linguistics.

Kecskes had close academic ties with Russia. He visited Russia many times
and actively collaborated with Russian scholars. He always remembered with great
fondness his Russian teachers and colleagues, particularly Elena A. Zemskaya,
who, as he believed, had played a significant role in his professional growth.
Kecskes was a member of the International Expert Council at the Peoples'
Friendship University of Russia, where he read a series of lectures and took part in
conferences. He also collaborated fruitfully with Tomsk State University. He
generously shared his knowledge with both colleagues and students, inspiring them
with his enthusiasm and ambitious plans.
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His dreams of returning to Russia would never come true, but we will
remember and honour him and will continue to build bridges of friendship and
cooperation, as he did throughout his life.

Rest in peace.

Editorial Board

HNmrBan KEYKEI
20.09.1947-24.02.2025

bonpmioi morepert 2025 roga ctan yxoX W3 >KM3HU MOYETHOTO PENAKTOpa
xkypHana Russian Journal of Linguistics, mpodeccopa YHHBEpCUTETa IITaTa
Hbm-ﬁopx, Onbanu, CIIIA, MmTeana Keukena.

N. Keukemn ObUT TMHIBUCTOM C MUPOBBIM UMEHEM, KOTOPBI BHEC HEOCIIOPH-
MBI BKJaJ B pPa3BUTHE KOTHUTUBHOM JIMHIBUCTHKM U IPAarMaTHKH, 3aJI0KUI
OCHOBBI TAKOTO UCCIIEOBATENIbCKOTO HAMPABIICHUS, KAK MEXKYJIbTypHas IIparma-
THKa, pa3padaTbIBal BOMPOCHl OMJIMHIBU3MA M M3YYEHUS MHOCTPAHHBIX SI3bIKOB.
Pe3ynbrarhl ero ucciaenoBaHuil OTpakeHbl B MHOTOUMCIEHHBIX CTaThAX U Psjie
KHHT, cpeau KoTopeix Intercultural Pragmatics (Oxford University Press, 2014),
Explorations in Chinese as a Second Language (Springer 2017), English as a
Lingua Franca: The pragmatic perspective (Cambridge University Press, 2019).

. Keukemr ObuT Mpe3UI€HTOM AMEPUKAHCKOM accolManuy 1Mo MparMaTuke
(AMPRA) u Accoumanuy 1o MCCIEIOBAaHUIO KMTAWCKOIO sI3blKa KaK MHOCTpaH-
Horo (CASLAR). [Tomumo Hayku, OH aKTUBHO 3aHUMAJICS U3/1aTEIbLCKOU JACATEb-
HOCTBI0. bbLT penakTopom xxypHanoB Intercultural Pragmatics u Chinese as a Sec-
ond Language Research, ocuoBatenem cepuu Mouton Series in Pragmatics, mo4et-
HBIM peaKTOpoM KypHana Russian Journal of Linguistics.

N. Keuxkem siro6mi1 Poccuto, MHOTOKpaTHO ObIBaJ 3/1€Ch U AKTUBHO COTPYIHH-
qaJl ¢ pOCCUMCKUMHU yueHbIMHU. OH Bcerna ¢ 00JbIIoN TEIIOTON BCIOMUHAJ CBOUX
POCCHUICKMX YUMUTENEH U KoJuler, B YacTHOCTH E.A. 3eMcKy1o, KoTopasi, Kak OH CUH-
Taj, chirpajia OoJIBIITYIO POJIb B €ro mpodeccuonanbHoM ctanoBiaeHuu. M. Keukern
ObUT WieHOM MeXIyHapoaHOT0 SKCIEPTHOro coBeTa B PoccuiickoMm yHUBEpcUTETE
IpyK0bl HAPOJOB, BBICTyHANI C JEKUUSIMHU, y4acTBOBajl B KoH(pepeHuusx. [Imomno-
TBOPHO cOTpyAHHYal ¢ ToMCKMM rocyaapcTBeHHbIM YHuBepcuteToM. Illenpo
JIEJIUJICSI CBOMMH 3HAHUSAMHU KaK C KOJIJIEraMU, Tak U CO CTYJEHTaMH, BAOXHOBJISI
HX CBOMM 3HTY3Ma3MOM U I'PaH/IMO3HBIMU IIJIaHAMHU.

Ero meutsl cHOBa npuexath B Poccuto He ycnenu cobiThesi. Ho MbI ero Oyaem
MIOMHHTH U OyZeM MPOJOJIKATh CTPOUTh MOCTHI JPYKOBI U COTPYTHUYECTBA, KaK
OH 3TO JieJ1ajl BCIO CBOIO JKU3Hb.

Beunas mamste.

Peokonnezus
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